IS    POLAND    LOST?

courted both by the Central Powers and Russia,
as well as Russia's Allies, and their faith was
accordingly divided. Germany was flattering them
by reopening the Polish University at Warsaw and
establishing a Polish polytechnic. Sazonoff, the
Tsarist Foreign Minister, declared in the Duma
(in February 1916) Russia's determination to unify
Poland, Incidentally, he had the staggering impu-
dence to remind the Poles of the tyrannous
treatment of the German Poles! The Italian
Parliament, at the end of 1915, had before it a
motion expressing 'the most ardent wish that the
very noble Polish nation, which had been for
centuries an important factor in civilization,
defending Europe from Tartar and Turkish
invasions, and destined in the future to fill a
great role in the stabilization of peace, should be
reconstituted as a unity in a free and independent
State/ In May 1916, a French mission was sent
to Petrograd, partly for the purpose of obtaining
from the Russian Government definite proposals
in favour of Poland. In view of all this, was it
any wonder that the Poles were completely
bewildered?

On the material side the plight of the Polish
people was terrible. The whole of Congress Poland
had been devastated by the retreating Russians,
and the country was now being 'used* by the
Germans *for the prosecution of the war*, as
Ludendorff himself confessed* Even the American
attempts to relieve distress in Poland were frus-
trated partly by the Allied objection to the